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Abstract

In today’s cities, especially metropolises, the issue of identity and its transformation has
become one of the most important issues among urban authorities and designers. Mean
while, Mashhad as the second religious metropolises in the world has an identity- causing
and effective role among Islamic cities of Iran; In recent decades, the amount of urban
construction, especially in central part of the city, has significantly increased. This trend
has involved identity developments, too. Shohada square as a case study is one of the
most crowded squares and the connecting point of six major wags linking Mashhad, rail-
way stretch, Kooh Sangi neighborhood, Khaje Rabei, the Holy Shrine, Ferdowsi square,
and Shahid Kalantari highway, which is among the main centers affecting the identity of
city — center fabric and creating a sense of place. In this regard, we study the interaction
between men and place via the environment’s psychological leverage so that in addition to
achieve a sense of more satisfaction of the residential place, feelings of attachment to the
place, security, identity, and originality is reinforced. However, is seems that what is nowa-
days defined as an Iranian — Islamic model for urban environments is not an appropriate
response for the Islamic community and richness of Iranian architecture. Thus, the value
of introducing and offering some suggestions in lined with this requirement and analyz-
ing the bases for the formation and organization of Shohada square as an environment
with a historical — religious background is not less than investigating the divine affairs.
Findings suggest that there is an increasing trend toward diversity in buildings, especially
urban squares; we are considering culture as a dynamic issue, so that we could provide an
appropriate bed for achieving an original identity, an environment to live, and establishing
more spatial attachment for people.
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Introduction

Utrban squares survived from the past to the
present time are a loader for collective mem-
ories and identity elements; spaces that have
changed bath physically and structurally and
non — physically and in the area of identity.
This has established a bed for creating new
experiences. These spaces as an essential ne-
cessity in urban plans and a position for the
manifestation of social interactions, institu-
tional dynamics of the society, and increasing
the quality of citizens, in turn influence the
identity of the city. Identity is a visual image
of the environment, which reflects unique or
certain qualities (Merrett, 2001, p 261). The
identity of any place that is confirmed by the
procedure of its buildings and architecture
style; It means that form, space, and appear-
ance would form the formal language of a
place (Scholtz, 2002, p: 189). Moreover, urban
identity is a concept which is easy to perceive.
In this area, everybody thinks that they know
both identity and city, while a professional
and specialized understanding of the term is
so difficult. That people understand easily the
identity of the city is not too far — fetched.
Especially because from the environmental
psychology’s point of view and some urban
design perspectives, understanding the fea-
tures of a city is what is associated in mines of
viewers and citizens. Thus, whatever he per-
ceives from identity could be right. However,
understanding of experts, planners, and exec-
utive authorities is accompanied with careful
consideration and criteria. In this regard, first-
ly this should be made clear for experts. Any
city is defined with deferent characteristics,
which can put them into different categories
(Behzadfar, 2007). Now the important thing
is that urban spaces are dynamic and flexible,
which have been transformed due to the city’s
quantitative and qualitative changes (Soltan-
zadeh, 1993). In recent 70 years, the trend of
social and economic developments has made
many wonderful planned changes in many of
these spaces. Until early years of (1921), Mash-

had had only a street extended from the west
of the city to the east, which was constructed
by the command of Shah Abbas the Great
concurrently with the construction of Safavid
Atiq courtyard. Intervention in the historic
fabric of Mashhad began in (1928) (Saeidi
Rezvani, 1965, p: 187) and after that, carrying
out a plan called Imam Reza circle with an ap-
proximate area of 30 acres in 1976 (Dishidi,
p: 67) as well as plans for expanding the sur-
roundings of Imam Reza Holy Shrine and a
plan for renovation and reconstruction of the
surrounding fabric of Imam Reza Holy Shrine
after the Islamic Revolution (according to the
National Budget in 1999). This uncontrolled
intervention, in views of citizens whether resi-
dent or pilgrim, are among major reasons for
the destruction of valuable heritages belong-
ing to Safavid era, not only downtown hut also
in the whole city; Shohada square also as one
of the busiest squares of Mashhad with a long
history is not an exception. In recent years, ur-
ban authorities have taken extensive measures
to reconstruct and renew the square and its
surrounding fabric (which is called the great
project of Shohada square). These Changes
should be appropriate with historical spirit and
identity of central part of Mashhad as an Is-
lamic city, because an Islamic city should be
a place for manifestation of bases, principles,
and values defined by the work of God for the
Islamic community (Naghizadeh, 2010).
Research Method

This study, based on its goals, in general ex-
plains the identity of squares and their trans-
formations (changes) through a structural
— qualitative analysis, and in particular, it ex-
plores its role in Mashhad as well as Shohada
square in different historical periods through
a descriptive — explanatory method. Next, the
identity and then the analysis of the concept
in cities are explained under the leverage of
environmental psychology. The existing maps
and evidence on the past situation as well as
new detailed plans indicate significant changes.
After that, we speculate about the place and
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body of Shohada square (both prior to and
after its construction) and extract the related
graphs and diagrams. Also, research method
is survey and data collection was carried out
using documentary, library, and field methods
including interviews and observations (as main
tools for field data collection), statistical sourc-
es, data obtained from the related offices and
organizations (Cultural Heritage Organization,
municipality, Astan Quds Razavi, etc). These
data were gathered in Forms, the evaluated
and finally, presented.

Theoretical Bases

The term identity attempt to answer the ques-
tion of “who” and “what” someone or some-
thing is, thus it refers to the quality and nature
of things. Identity, being based on some philo-
sophical approaches in addition to a general
public perception of it, is nature or personal-
ity. So, what causes an object to be identified,
in other words, “what that object is”, would
form identity.(Noghrehkar, 2010). Iranian —
Islamic identity also indicates cultural charac-
teristics and features of this land (Iran); what
should be also manifested in an aspect of life,
especially the area of architecture and urban
planning. Achieving architecture with identity
is a significant issue in Iran’s contemporary ar-
chitecture. Efforts to move towards and archi-
tecture with identity in Iran’s contemporary ar-
chitecture and urban planning is a response to
man’s spiritual needs besides their whole mate-
rial needs. Today the need for cities with Ira-
nian — Islamic identity has become a public re-
quest, such that in addition to legal entities and
formal structures of the society, many groups
of people have also asked for it. In modern
times the situation is such that the speed of
changes has increased to the extent that it is
not possible for constructors to dominate the
circumstances; that is, they have not the op-
portunity to gain experience and to convert
raw materials in to human requirements. Thus
we can consider the volume of discoveries in
present time very low when compared to new
changes and achievements. On the other hand,

in present time, there is a separation with the
previous findings and a weak commitment
toward them. The outcome of this situation
is the formation of a confused identity which
can be observed even in architecture and plan-
ning, Today’s architecture and urban planning
is passing its perplexity and reversal period, the
reason being lack of meaning in architecture
and urban design (Hojat, 2003). Therefore, in
the present era, there is a tendency towards
imitative identity. Obviously, imitating tradi-
tional architecture could not form architecture
with identity. In this regard, a transition from
traditional architecture to modern architecture
which caused mistakes in functions has weak-
ened the role of squares as a major element in
Islamic — Iranian cities. That is because explo-
rations in traditional times are different from
those in modern times. In the present era,
architecture as a know ledge and activity oc-
curring in time and space dimensions, should
change its position, meaning that it ought to
identify today’s needs of human beings and
exploit all the environmental and industrial
facilities so that eventually, given the explo-
rations and achievements and commitment
to realizing them in the building’s body, one
can be hopeful to constructing an architecture
with an advanced identity (Mahdavinejad, Be-
manian, and Khaksar, 2010).

Square and Its Identity Role

Square is a space with three quite — specified
dimensions including edge, middle (floor),
and function, which is often referred to open
spaces as opposed to the public functions and
large buildings where people gather and deal
with urban and social affairs? It tells about
the dominant spirit governing those gathered
there: it contains people’s power, creativity,
art, and tendency to perfection; it suggests a
love for life and for collective ambitions; it is
a manifestation of people’s order, cleanness,
and tranquility of mind. If you want to know a
city, you better visit the square which is a pub-
lic destination; any city is completely reflexed
in small mirrors of its squares.
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Square’s Identity in Iranian —Islamic Cities

Since there are no comprehensive studies avail-
able on the course of square design in Iran, it
may be useful to consider the universality of
the square concept, the logic behind its exis-
tence, its formation process, and its general
function. Thus, the necessity for an appropti-
ate and available space has also been posed.
Primary criteria for designing such a space
were also prerequisites proposed by religious,
economic, political, and recreational functions
that dictated the formation of squares or tra-
ditional squares — market. Square in Iranian —
Islamic cities were not generally limited to its
form and appearance, rather historical events
and more important, the social requirements
would cause the construction of a space called
square in an appropriate place. City residents
would bring the availabilities inside and out-
side the city to an open stretch and offer their
productions and needs. Since they are open
spaces, squares would organize some market
applications inside or around them. Though
their major function was for congregation and
trading, sometimes is was possible to add to
the importance and responsiveness of this
concentration point through other required
functions, such as property sale, straw sale,
etc., which needed these open spaces. Squares
have generally been a place for the congre-
gations of people living inside the city and
those living in the suburbs, and occasionally a
venue for playing sports, collective recreations
Guards Parade, public announcements, and
sometimes a place for punishing offenders and
criminals. The diversity of the square’s func-
tions implies that in major densely populated
cities, there has always been a main square,
with a few small squares being active in the
neighborhood (Ebrahimi, 2009). If it was a
small-scale square, then a weekly or monthly
market-square would take place there; and if
it happened to be a large crowded square, its
market-square would be permanent and more
planned. Especially in case the functions men-
tioned above had an inherent need for a more

open space than simply a crossroads or prox-
imity to normal access routes to the city, their
integration into the market-square would seem
more serious and essential. Organizing these
activities was a prerequisite for performing
side tasks such as establishing order , monitor-
ing legal trade and avoiding individual behav-
iors, theft, and violence as well as collecting
taxes and on the whole, a reason for the pres-
ence of government agents and police forces.
In this regard, there was a necessity for an ap-
propriate accessible space which would give
squates an economic function as well as social,
religious, political, governmental, and com-
municative functions so that they could play
a multilateral role for the city (Department
of Housing and Urban Development, 2009).
Among considerable large historical squares
which are still standing in some Iranian cit-
ies, we can mention  Ganjali Khan square
in Kerman (a market-Square), Nagshe Jahan
square (a market-Square), and Mirchakhmagh
Square in Yazd (also a market-square). Mod-
ern Shohada Square in Mashhad is in contrast
with such squates, which is a combination
of modern architecture and urbanism with
Islamic-Iranian logic. Therefore, the identifica-
tion and analysis of such spaces would further
reveal the remembered identity of squares to
us. Next, we will analyze the identity-causing
factors of two cases:

Definition of space, style and fabric of con-
struction, impressive architectural compo-
nents, and colors and designs has been asso-
ciated with the continuity of the production
practices and traditional socio-political struc-
ture in Iranian-Islamic cities and regardless of
a few minor changes, it has survived to the
emergence of modernity in Iran and somehow
it would bring to the mind the concept of be-
ing middle and surrounded, which is a place
for organizing different activities while serving
as a watching space for those standing on its
edge. Thus, it creates the outcome of three el-
ements (edge, middle, and current activity) in
the minds of viewers that will be sustainable
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identity in all times.

Square Identity from the Behavioristic
Point of View in Iranian-Islamic Cities

Though one main component of spatial ex-
perience is perception of
content of the message conveyed by the space,

the meaning and

exposure of man to an artificial or even a

natural environment is not only confined to
the of perceiving the meaning of that envi-
ronment. Space experience is part of life and
it is mixed with it. Everyday life is never free
of spatial experience or experience of being
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in a place, however all the experiences are not
focused on the message perception.

However, the reason why we often feel unfa-
miliar with a building or space is that the build-
ing or space seems meaningless and empty to
us, of establishing a relationship with the envi-
ronment is impossible for us. Failure to estab-
lish a conceptual association with the building
is itself some kind of experience. Both per-
ception and non-perception of meaning are
part of experience. Even though the richness
of many experiences depends on the percep-
tion of the meaning of space, sometimes it is
caused and affected by the presence of a tran-
scendent meaning: an inner feeling not aris-
ing from the space, but casting its flavor on it.
(Arbab Jolfaei, 2011).

Role in the perception of the environment is
important we learn to experience the fine de-
tails and distinguish the elements of a more
general phenomenon, the “rules” are not orga-
nized by Gestalt visual perception, but can be
a way to discipline environment. More impor-
tantly, the assumption that perception greatly
or entirely determined by an external stimulus
features to be doubtful. Understanding these
factors for the development of a positive theo-
ry of the relationship between humans and the
environment and positive theories of aesthet-
ics are essential. According to the functions
and elements in the Iranian city of squares that
its culture is derived from a mixture of spaces,
can help identify further identify such areas,
Mashhad Shohada Square Therefore, the main
elements of the human behavior of the view

a s
A Shape 1. Mojasame Sqoure, Source: Ab mantaghe archive

environmental causes of human experience -
that is, to induce the meaning and implications
of the Iranian cities of Islam.

An Identification and analysis of Shohada
Square

As early as 1300 AD Mashhad had just one
street stretching from the West to the East of
the city, constructed by the command of Shah
Abbas Safavid the Great contemporary with
the construction of Safavid Atiq Courtyard. It
was a street with four rows of trees on its sides
and a stream in the middle. The West side was
called Upper Street stretching from the pres-
ent Menbar Garden Alley in front of Sepah
Bank to the blind end of Upper Street to the
east to the place of the current five- ways.
along the Lower St. was found down the street
or in accent argot of Mashhad, where the
bottom of the street,” they said, and now more
people speaking dialects of the same name,
and current street, or in terms of today’s Khy-
abvan Chaharbagh national Boulevard, north
to Mashhad Mashhad, within the Square Doab
is also the location of the truck and camels
and bush and firewood dealers and breakers
that Were dug out of the city to sell transcend.
Office slightly above the Shohada Square in
Sugar Lane was assigned to guard houses that
guards the gates of the High Street precede to
the gate was a ugly Ghochan bus and crossing
the street Creek RAZAVI the streets of the air
and the not Ghochan was placed near the gate
of the mosque Heydari.

A Look at the Identity of Shohada Square
The primary criteria for the design of such

Eh .
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A Shape 2. Mojasame Sqoure; S;)utceb antaghe archive
a space have been among prerequisites pro-
posed by religious, economic, political. And
recreational functions and dictating the for-
mation process of the Square. According to
the definitions and identification of the word
identity, with the identity element also arisen
from this entity, and due to the spatial frag-
mentation in the body and its function as well
as the current chaos in the embodiment of the
identity of this urban element (Square) in the
field of design and formation of the issue,
Shohada Square, regarding the path leading
to the Holy Shrine, is considered an uniden-
tified space. But in this regard, what can be
said about Shohada Squate as a major linkage
related to the Holy Shrine and Khaje Rabei-
Kooh Sangi, is that the changing trend in Sho-
hada Square’s functions has experienced more
transformations with the rise of industrial cap-
italism, because traditional systems have been
replaced by newer social and political relations,
leading to changes in size and appearance of
the European major cities and subsequently in
the whole world. The consequences of these
new relations, that is increased population of
cities, increased social inequalities and class

conflicts in industrial cities, and establish-

ment of new human relations in the areas of
population concentration involved significant
physical impacts, and Shohada Square is not
excluded; considering pavement plans for the
streets leading to the Square, the hierarchy of
side spaces, controlling view and its height,
extended line of roofs, etc. indicates a dis-
cordance between the buildings constructed
around the Squate in an imitation of Western
architecture and Urbanism and ignoring an ar-
chitecture with Iranian-Islamic identity.

By putting these factors and developments
together, we can identify the features of a
heritage leading to designing a modern square
which also contains an architecture with Irani-
an-Islamic identity design.

Also, the efforts of old functions in the age of
capitalism have made the square design free of
traditional needs and made the physical trans-
formation quite possible and the possibility
of transforming traditional so understanding
and accepting municipal city through compo-
nents (floor, Body, external wall, edge, median)
connecting elements around and to do field
work in other spaces, spaces combined with
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A\ Shape 4. Shohada Sqoure; Source:Mashhad gardi
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the quality of the event and the loss of several
functional areas (form, function), strengthen
character legibility and readability grade and
pay the city to create an urban landscape reso-
lution (measure space), gathering the crowd to
pale in significance to the collective life and a
way toward individuation and forms of mean-
ing in the context of disability into revealing
the identity of the show, )mean(. In order to
proceed, Islamic Iranian identity and the iden-
tity of modern urbanism in Shohada Square
for species characterized by behavior and its
impact on Anson and summing study are dis-
cussed.

Conclusions

Organizing principles of urban space in Ira-
nian-Islamic cities may be as follows: spatial
continuity, interrelationship of urban elements
and residential units, space enclosure, scales
and proportions, contrasting spaces, domain,
or composition. Applying these principles in
new trend of the current urban design is in-
evitable. Square is among urban elements in
Iranian-Islamic cities with multilateral func-
tions and scales. Square as a Longstanding
urban element, has been manifested in differ-
ent sizes and shapes and it has been a field for

B * > 1.

A Shape 5. Shohada Sqoure; Source: Zaernia

the history of the settled communities. Now
the concept of square , if not all changed , at
least, the selection of its desirable functions
has been left to the designer’s taste .Accord-
ingly, square is an open urban space which is
larger than typical crossings by size and pro-
portion, often with multiple functions depend-
ing on the need. Multiple functions of square
resulting from different physical elements are
organized to be in well proportion with human
shape and size. And this is a factor for a better
understanding of the space and experiencing
it, which explains the nature of the square’s
space meaning in our minds.

With regard to Shohada Square, as business
and administrative have been included in its
construction, it shows a distinctive squate
design in terms of patterns of field organiza-
tion, howevet, this architecture is not formed
according to the nature of its elements and
components and in harmony with the envi-

ronment accompanying with man’s experience
of the space which is the result of that experi-
ence. Due to this inconsistency of architecture
with the environment, the person perceiving a
modern space which lacks identity rather than
space with identity would get into a confused
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corner. Shohada Square has square elements
and in addition, it plays the role of a circle.
Though Shohada Square in its long course
of typology, has taken many forms from the
circular Statute Square to the new rectangular-
shaped design of Municipal Square (monu-
ment-shaped) with free access, because of its
accessibility and centrality to the citizens, with
regard to its extent and accommodation capac-
ity, it can be more than just a square. Because
of its equal significances and special qualities,
Shohada Square ought to serve different func-
tions and be a representative of the identity of
different neighborhoods and parts of Mash-
had. In its new design (expansion plan, begin-
ning from 2004), Shohada Square is applied as
a central space in the city.

The existing potentials within the scope of
Shohada Square are for example, the visual

scene towards the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza,
memories about the Square with regard to its
history, the role of the Square as linking high-
way, numerous tourists within the scope of
the Square, proximity with Naderi museum,
religious elements, and so on. Obviously these
capabilities provide a good ground for the op-
timally organizing the Square.
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A T:ble 3. Analysis of Shohada Square in Mashhad from the Iranian-Islamic identity perspective; source: The authors
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