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A Comparative study on functional diversity effectiveness on resi-
dential satisfaction (Case study: residential areas of Narmak and
Tehran pars)

Abstract

The life has a definition beyond every day activities. Postmodernism
has recently provided a context to increase versatility in both cities and
neighborhoods in order to improve not only the power of choice of cit-
izens but also the quality of urban life. Studies indicates that although
neighborhood, as a minimized scheme of a society, had functioned as
an autonomous fabric in traditional urban planning of Iran due to its
settlement, work, entertainment and transport functions appropriate to
people’s needs, recent urban planning has declined neighborhoods to
residential environments by differentiating urban functions and concen-
trating them in special centers. Thus, this study was designed to inves-
tigate the role of functional diversity in residential satisfaction by com-
paring Narmak neighborhood (high functional diversity) and
Tehranpars (low functional diversity). In order to achieve this goal,
quantitative and qualitative methods were used. Data were collected by
survey and documentary methods. Sample size was chosen by using
Cochran's formula. In addition, stratified sampling was used as sam-
pling method. Data were analyzed by Importance satisfaction rate and
variation finding methods. The results of this study show that the
improvement of residential satisfaction cannot be reached exclusively
through emphasizing on residential indexes. The key to success is to
increase the functional diversity of neighborhood by empowering other
functions. Even though, the importance and preference of each one of
these functions is different in diverse urban locations and fabrics. Prior
to changing the concept of home, which has the greatest effect on peo-
ple's residential satisfaction; it is required to reinforce work opportuni-
ties in Narmakand and transportation accessibility in Tehranpars. In
addition, it seems that providing a responsive atmosphere to people’s
requirements can be the only way to reach this goal.

Keywords: function, functional diversity, mixed use, residential satis-
faction, quality of life, Narmak, Tehranpars
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