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Conceptualism and Regionalism Planning Methods in
the Iranian Architecture (Case Study: Distinctive Works
of Different Eras in Tehran Architecture)

Abstract

Event between architecture and earlier context is one of the
most important issues in the field of architecture and urban
planning. The issue originate from the ancient thinking about
placement of building in vicinity of the adjacent ones. Con-
cerning the valuable concepts, one may achieve worthwhile
architecture tailored to its cultural and historic as context,
through the reading of historical, cultural and social text. In
this study, we are going to define the context and explain
planning methods such as conceptualism and regionalism,
which are direct response to planning background. In next
section valuable buildings of different eras (from the first
Pahlavi to modern times) have been selected, in order to
recognize the time architects approaches to the context. In
addition, the earlier context impressibility would be investi-
gated in these buildings. The main problem of the study is
the proof of the distinction between regionalism and con-
ceptualism approaches. Research method is proportional
to the hypotheses, i.e. analytical-comparative method. Data
collection method and the instrument for achieving theoreti-
cal bases of the study including data related to backgrounds
and approaches such as regionalism and conceptualism
was library studies. Then analytical and comparative studies
were applied to analyze the case studies, along with pres-
ence in the environment, field studies and photography. The
results of the study reveal that regionalism and conceptual-
ism planning methods are distinctive. That is conceptualism
acts on smaller scale relative to the site and its neighbor-
hood and regionalism acts in larger scale, at national and
regional levels.

Keywords: Context, Conceptualism, Regionalism, Indige-
nous materials
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16-Capon, David Smith(1999), Le
Corbusier’s Legacy, published by
:John Wiley and Sons, England.

17-

18- Porter,Tom(2005), ARCHISPEAK
An illustrated guide to architectural
terms, published in the Taylor &
Francis e-Library.

19-Lee, Du Hyun(2013), Combining
space syntax and shape grammar
to investigate architectural style ,
Seoul: Sejong university.

20- Soosani, Leila(2013),
Questioning the compatibility of
the infill Architecture in Historic
Environment, Case study:
Walled city of Nicosia, Estern
Mediterranean  Universiyt  july
2013.

21- Tepavcevic, Bojan(2012), SHAPE
GRAMMAR IN CONTEMPORARY
ARCHITECTURAL THEORY AND
DESIGN, FACTA UNIVERSITATIS.
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Heinz Wetzel 3
Thomas Schumacher, “Contextualism: 4
Ueban Ideals and Deformations”.
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Stuart Cohen 5
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