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Performance analysis of identity elements of the ur-
ban landscape (Case study of Tehran Central Region
12)

Abstract

Achieving appropriate models to the management of urban spaces
and communities according to each society’s priorities and needs is
one of the approaches of modern societies, in order to update their
development models. Considering the advent of modern urban prob-
lems such as insecurity, traffic, pollution, congestion and population
density, urban alienation and disorientation, and loss of identity due
to the improper replication of Western examples, the need for mod-
els derived from traditional culture, rituals and religion which can
in turn empower the modern city’s identity is being felt. Thus it is
intended to study: how using the prosperous Iranian and Islamic cul-
ture and civilization as well as considering current conditions and
challenges, more suitable models for the identity of a city can be
proposed? This thesis aims to achieve three main goals of the analy-
sis of aesthetic, functional, and identity values of urban landscape
in order to identify and represent visual indicators that could pro-
vide a decisive role in identity image of central Tehran. Dissertation
research studies the theories and then examines the hypothesis and
explains the relationship between phenomena to increase the knowl-
edge about the identity elements, with logical explanations and sur-
veys, in order to accept or reject the survey hypothesis, and analyze
the causal (after the event) hypotheses. Finally, this thesis analyzes
and summarizes citizens (residents, business owners, workers, staffs,
foot-travelers, urban administrators and experts) opinions that result
in identifying elements which in their vision are the important as-
pects of identity of central Tehran. In this thesis, all the elements of
identity which are recognized by the citizens of district 12 (which is
a historical and central part of Tehran) are considered and classifica-
tions based on the view point of different group of people. Finally,
the outcome of this research shows how effectively each category of
identity elements which are addressed by the citizens is rooting in
their cultural, rituals and religious beliefs.
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