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A New Typology of Spatial Spread Genesis in Metropolitan
Areas (Case Study: Metastatic Growth in Eastern Corridor of
Tehran Metropolitan Area)

Abstract

Various kinds of growth have been documented and categorized
in metropolitan areas, all of which have some form of coordina-
tion with the structure of the metropolis. However lack of atten-
tion to territory planning policies, concentration of activities, cap-
ital and population in the metropolis have brought about major
difficulties for the main city. In Tehran metropolitan area, the city
of Tehran is experiencing unplanned and tumor-like growth. At
the same time new types of dispersed growth in this area are man-
ifesting a different characteristic because they are not spatially or
physically in cohesion with the main center. This new type of
spread is due to many reasons and houses different social strata.
However, the systematic relation between the new type of spread
and the growth of metropolis has not been spatially analyzed. One
of the most important types of this new spread is growth of luxu-
ry second homes which has many social, structural and economic
implications. Due to similarities of this type of spread with the
spread pattern of cancer tumors through vessels to further areas,
the “Metastasis” notion was used to explain this new phenome-
non. This article uses cartographic methods and field observations
to discern the characteristics of the spread of second homes, espe-
cially in Damavand County. Detailed understanding of this phe-
nomenon provides the necessary basis for effective planning of
metropolitan areas that are experiencing the same pattern of
spread. Further research in this area can be about detailed analy-
sis, patterns, required methods, tools and planning related to
“metastatic growth”.

Key words: Metropolization, Metastasis, Urban sprawl, Tehran,
Damavand County
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1. Metastasis: Change of position, state or form: as A; transfer of a disease producing agency (as a cancer cells or bacteria)
form an original site of disease to another part of the body with development of a similar lesion in the new location B; a sec-
ondary metastatic growth of a malignant tumor (Merriam Webster, 1995
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