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Identifying the criteria for the perception of a sense of place in
Ahvaz urban parks: A case study of four parks: Zeyton, Laleh,
Kianpars Coast, and Naft City

Abstract

As the most important and extensive public open spaces, urban parks play a fun-
damental role in improving the quality of urban life, shaping social interactions,
and creating meaningful spatial experiences for citizens. Fulfilling these functions
requires creating a sense of place and strengthening the emotional and perceptual
bond between users and the environment. Despite the large number of urban parks
in Ahvaz, significant differences are observed in the level of citizens’ attendance
and acceptance of these spaces; some parks are always the center of social activ-
ity and presence, while others, despite having relatively similar facilities, are less
used. The present study aimed to identify and analyze key criteria affecting the
perception of a sense of place in urban parks in Ahvaz, focusing on four parks:
Zeytoon, Laleh, Kianpars Coast, and Oil City. The main research questions are:
What are the criteria that affect the perception of a sense of place in Ahvaz urban
parks? And from the visitors’ perspective, which criteria play a more decisive role
in their presence, permanence, and belonging? The research method was descrip-
tive-analytical and survey, and data were collected from 330 visitors and a sample
of park design experts through a researcher-made questionnaire, with reliability
confirmed by Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. Research findings show that ten key
components, including identity (perceptual-cognitive), readability, accessibility,
natural elements and environmental comfort, variety of activities, visual beauty,
memorability, security, interactivity, and furniture and equipment, are effective
in forming a sense of place in urban parks. From the users’ perspective, the com-
ponents of identity and legibility had the greatest impact on the sense of place,
while furniture and equipment were rated as the least important factor. In contrast,
design experts have considered “spatial body” to be the main priority in creating
a sense of place, which indicates a significant gap between users’ perceptions and
designers’ approaches. The results of the study indicate that the difference in the
level of acceptance of Ahvaz urban parks is directly related to the level of reali-
zation of the components of the sense of place, especially identity, accessibility,
and legibility. These findings emphasize the need to simultaneously pay attention
to the perceptual, physical, and functional dimensions in the design and improve-
.ment of the quality of future urban parks

Keywords: Sense of Place, Zeyton, Laleh, Kianpars Beach and
Oil Town Parks, Ahvaz.
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Table 1. The views of some theorists on the sense of place (Source: Authors, 2026)

ful rootedness in human
”.experience

ment

Major Main Perspec- | Key Components and
.No Theorist | Year ) Sense of Place . P Y i
Work tive Concepts
Place is a legible and*
The . g Urban cog- Paths, edges, nodes, land-
memorable image formed . .
1 Lynch 1960 | Image of nition and marks, access, meaning,
. from paths, landmarks, and o . .
the City . . . legibility identity
.collective memories
Place is a lived experi-* . .
. P Lived human Perceptual and environ-
Genius | ence shaped through layers . .
2 Schultz 1979 . . L experience in | mental elements, texture,
Loci of perception, materiality, .
. . space form, color, spirit of place
.and meaning
Place emerges from the*
The continuous, living interac- Human-en- Human-environment
3 Fritz Steele | 1981 | Sense of | tion between humans and vironment interaction, emotional and
Place their surrounding environ- interaction perceptual connections
”.ment
House Place reflects culture and* )
. . Socio-cultural Cultural symbols and
4 Rapoport | 1984 | Form and | social symbols manifested .
Y . approach signs
Culture .in spatial form
Place is the convergence* L
. Multidimen- . ..
of form, meaning, and ac- . Form, meaning, activity,
5 Panter 1990 - L. o sional structure i
tivity within the framework fol cultural relations
. of place
”.of human perception P
Sense of . «
Place is a gradual pat
Place: An . . . .
. .. from indifference to sacri- | Levels of sense | Indifference, belonging,
6 Shamai 1991 | Empirical . . . . .
fice and identification with of place attachment, sacrifice
Measure- .
.space
ment
Place is a mental and ex-* Degrees of . )
. . . . Placelessness, alienation,
7 Hummon | 1992 - istential state ranging from | place experi- .
- . relative place, rootedness
.alienation to rootedness ence
A Sense . .
Place is an internal mem-* . .
John Jack- of Place, . Inner quality of | Events, traditions, mem-
8 1994 ory animated by events and
son a Sense . . place ory
. .traditions
of Time
Thinkin
) £ Place is a feeling that
Archi- . Sensory . .
Peter permeates human existence . Spatial experience, senso-
9 1998 | tecture/ experiences of .
Zumthor through the senses before ry emotions
Atmo- . . space
.understanding
spheres
Place is a deep connection*
Place and . Human-en- .
Edward between humans, time, and . Belonging, placelessness,
10 1999 Place- . vironment .
Relph experience that fosters a . . experience
lessness ” . interaction
.sense of belonging
Place is a spectrum from* )
i P . . Continuum of | Absolute placelessness,
rootlessness to meaning- .
11 Cross 2001 - g place attach- relative placelessness,

rootedness



http://ijurm.imo.org.ir/article-1-3704-fa.html

[ Downloaded from ijurm.imo.org.ir on 2026-07-14 ]

ool)l (\c) )49.»4.; 5o aS ol u_:l;y 9 ULA) 9 GCLA.O‘

! 00

Biee slael i p 1 Sl GBOSIS (59T @osr £.Y
VY ol g g i b dilie o0 eluly aisl
&9 addllhe 5,90 S a4 GBS anx] 0 5l L4
S 5 Gloj Slymss (idigy Ban b (5 S diged .y 5
Jyad 9 b 5 )15 Glajg; g,y Al Slela o
adlge 00 1 S5 yo Cosnl bl 5 (UoL Comdg g Jrd
() Jgoz Sk (2L plaasie 5 ()l oBws
was oo Lis | leadlie (sl #lig S Wl oo @l
3l aisle Base (gdnl i y 615 Jobas o laaalse ‘snl.o...;
Db e yloys% e SLL

om> Al 00 5y Flig,S W o ps gl ¥ Jgux
OF+F (03,5 s ko) o5

ElisyS Wi ¥ pl
CAYY b Sl § xesbs polic
NE wlad slecas
A lacales 5 oo 5,15
< IAZA G398 g (o ywd
e S lebes
< IAFF Cogn
-INOA s>
< IAYY elej 9ol
CIASA webozzl ol
SIAYY ol

slrools UbA.ng.n 6“““9“9' 9 Jw.lﬁu KA
LR oy Sl 5l eolinwl b oy Slee>
loyiia 13U B ol (g bl Julows aiile sl
O o radlie a4y Lo Gl )5 5,55 (e

205 asiie
i b ooad (oaw pol> hagh 50 clel Gl 2
O dunlin 5 adlge 00 opl & s oSl )17 (55

(ol (nl 2 18 e (og0e SlaLAS 5 G e 0
Sgd oo el 4 Ceily ShaS g ee 1) e s
(ol el ( olisl olus! Lad G 4y s o3
e U"‘ VLY L)...» d)l-.‘.‘é) C‘“"J" ‘5._'> b Lsi"“‘"‘b
Gea> Sl do e Ol jo gloaisS s il
Mgyl 558, sogsl (55 IS 5 eolizl pglas
Olee b Olsear Ol e 8 eg)cnl ) S (oo
Sy PRl (Sl a9 L2 (Sopd WIS
S l2S cpl aST> w0l eges glalad Ll o
oz bl o 5 S slaiml oMl Lol
Anlee jled 4 ol Gl Siide Gl sl
(oo i glalad I S lsie 4 s d slasSL
g Jhiiwl Glie jo gwlal (2 (S o ol o
OIS e Lo LS L cul S oo Wl sy 9l
(st gloas 2o jluaise ) asly wstins cél )8 iyl
ohbl 6,5 s 5 ls, Gielyl e Olss
Ol 52 Qe (o CrdS st G Glaig e S e
FEL LS L Fp e aS aes muog Wlgi o lalad
lie UGl 0925 b [0 (S0 a5 I [0 (gl oo
.\J).SGA )‘)9 oolawl Sjyg0 )-A-AS
sleal et Sl o e e SThel S5
(Cd5 S b 5 koS ol Y (e o)l
5l o le Gaios Lol SYl5w .l oals plx!
3 olSe e Sl 5 38,50 oS sls Lo
faelas” slsal (s 45 slos )l
yeam 0 b ilae ol BaiSassle oBags 510Y
S5 5 LSl ol > oM il s
Caslails

b Gegk I cnl @ Eely slp ey Wy F
Sxslenz (e e slaadlie lubis) (Lol o5 e
b (adlse uncaslsl s Jelo 5 Glace slaosls

] 00l Al s aS Wl |yl

ale y90 b O o sraddao ‘S’LANLMM £
2 s Slol ddlie 00 iy Oldlhs ¢ labuls
W) C"‘M" | SRgeE Lgl.mLé.é Ie L’)Lin > d)jg,li“’
LSCL“""" PRTXF ‘él)ol (3 JlS olal Leadlze el
dacdles g oSS ‘Gg'l,‘i_é sleaas ‘Lga.:;u
Cogp (Dl g labe (6pdeh g owws

Rty

(g (ole dolilad
gy 9 b Copde
VO s AY olads

' o

Urban managment
No.82 Spring 2026

Y'Y


http://ijurm.imo.org.ir/article-1-3704-fa.html

' o

[ Downloaded from ijurm.imo.org.ir on 2026-07-14 ]

Rty

(g (cols doliliad
gy 9 (50 Co e
VO s . AY olads

Urban managment
No.82 Spring 2026

Yo

\m
G
[Py ]
SN

@/ & o Calia

>(ae)

o
S /

m

§ sk g o et

/ -\-@
@

L‘i.- /.

uu;
J—-h)!

PP (G55 105 k) 50 a1 (Kotwads o cusdd IS Jolge ¥ 5 guai

PR oo‘)‘d.iﬂ w]) Cewl ools ol 4y Glosg 2],
A5 gk SRy e (TYY ATAR (e
GFSR g preln &5 Cwl )5 wlbsg, lsal
Beder Cgme yeghS A0+ Jsb 4 Glpl ailsog,
03,5 33 el slp ) Glgiedar law @l g, ol
K58 ey STy Olelis] 5 wlisg, ol
2 =R ol Sl cdlys 5l e 055 s 50
o 99,5 (50 el 5 0 23S jgplis Boged S (55
A Gl 5 RIS ) ey 5 el el i 0l Sl
25 on el 4 (e o slsal ol el Jlod axb o
bl 09903 gt 5l ey 5 95850 (L el (nl )l
S Dg S g wbos 0Lz jleal G 4 Jlod
a1y b Alog) (pl 00,5 0 5l ie,S Cas &
So D a5 WS e e (28 5 (B e 93
(g Sho g 0l5i0eme) Wled oo Joe o gl ad

.14y :\vaA

ol ‘_gLu...v‘) o :axflao 3)9& ‘slbd)lg. ‘fé)&b .Y

Olaasio (uizes 5 (Gune> ilige slaog S ol 5
T p Cagow g glad ey LYs (SHL Sl
S e | Sleel 6t sl

S llo Gladiges g ylm (2o
5 Olnl S slod 51 (S jleal ot t3lgal 5ol )
2 bl Gl bl g jleal (lued 355
Olnl g b Geegd eyiaghS YV coliw b
s 4 Jlad o 51 5ls0) 108 el g8 5] e
4 3rb 5l et 9 Jg250 ibed ( SUMe (g ol
31y oBalil e g daen 4 0y 5l e el Gl 0
by petale jon (GBolS slod 4 Cgir Coo
Ol jo> a8 55 50 50 Hed (0l 035 (oo 3gaze (b
L solganl w8l 5 rlas (] il lSe 5 i85 )8
Slamb b grse glere 4 0l ol cwl sols wlelss )|
33 08 W3y, LS )0 Gl el slall> )3
)‘)_9 Sl u.mlo‘) 9 Myu ‘(53“") ol.i.‘.‘.»%. as LgldJacu
S Sundoa Slgal e )3 bael) (53,55 05 5 a8 S


http://ijurm.imo.org.ir/article-1-3704-fa.html

[ Downloaded from ijurm.imo.org.ir on 2026-07-14 ]

3 el By pro 55 LS (A>lo g 4 457 LS
B0 Jled 55 o b olS el jaely g o)y adlate
O J)La u)‘ RO PR cﬁlj 09)15 <\.;l.">05) )LZS )99 )‘9@‘
SOl 51 (So 55 084 parmie (ol CuaBe o
s 5 @B wlss,, ble sliles lp ogoe
Dgdss Dgaime g 0,8 Sl )3 0 g Slsal Sl
&g Sg 00k o5 y0e ke sla b L ol slad
e (Ol 315 5,95 5 YT waxie slacSes
6[&6@)5\) 9 ‘5)‘9..»4})}50 e‘_gg)obL:.é 6‘,’ WLAA
Gl o b pizmen (ol 00,5 ol Solgls
O3S sl Jlows! (goaiie a4 w8l bl sladdls ¢ Sog8
03 J.:..\.».: us)lf 43[5&9) L)’“A‘)—‘ )L»S ) s.,\.cb.‘? ubj‘
el j0 Sl el g Carnds g Slad STHL ) el
sk Gliee bigy (oo sLAS ST (lyieas 5 Sunl
SoS slap jo pgazar (Jle Jgad pled jo g

2l oo sleal b 9 5l

IS SR § sy b S ol Y S YF
ashio o a5 Cwl b 0w g Sp slaglivs
a5 Laj (b b g ead &8ly (555 655) s ke
SOl g (2,8 lacbad 5l (o plgie 4 elate e
(Eoman 4zl glils dY S L osd o Sl g
(g Seliws azme (53l wasie slaleic]
@ had Gl B 5 coSul g (5)lgmas 29 Sy
e 51505 S, AL aS ol oy b 4o Y S o
SbogSiw daadls' g Loyl g ) 9929 .0 25 0 BLiS (S
Gl ) omslie oo, ULl Wbl 5 ol il
legools L al¥ L cwl 00,5 qal 8 (Fausaosl
Sl oeids g ol (e (Ol (510,90 9 @y
Slnleas,S 6155 2 9 5955 3k (hi)s 900k
&ldy cdeband slajs, 4o ofusa 5 WIS oo @l Sz
axwgi 3l goled SHL cpl canlagilsal 5l gol; e
9 el Glp ogemme (G g jlgal )3 (6 jew sLAD
a5 e g slid Jgax jo eadall)] glaosls gy
(S Cumge )0 Dl 18 Je anlllae 5 )50 slaS L
e g sl il (Sew >k g gs g S
Gl 5l slsal el olad LSle o (25 B oL
el ol gsie slalas ojlueal b oSl
A lie piored Ol Glaig el 5l glos S el
oS el o1 Sk gl g0 Shes 5 505 sla (S
slete 60,515 093 (Sgalrm <O b cline S L 2
2l ol S o Uiyl (o s (slalid ples Loo Lo
S bl s Gesk s sl sln ol

LS, Sl golas Gleal (g 0d s slalad Ll
JLl e ol oS gl el (sl Jlone i
G055 p 5 LEdled g5 (g pdy jsa> s (o050
Coang 50 Shas olide i St la S
u.:‘ » ol 0o ).Q‘.w Lsalaaﬁ )L.’>Lw » leu‘ u»..a.s 9
oS ol el Sl sy sl L el
o0l 5,510,5 (7) Jgaz ;o LS )L oLl e coxdse
SocS L adgl Gl als ey Canl 5 SbLE au
Sy30 55 oyt 5 e ] luaksS cadle o Kiw ¢)feS
S lne b e Gllas LYo 4y bl s )5 18 o)

¥oogas Sy b SL cal ilgal gy SHL T
IS Ol a gl g adhie o LSe
e Cnl (PR g e sl e 9 (SR
a4zl Gos b b SO cnl osdoe aBlis
oSl g §)lgwas 290 oty «S)lpw il B
o slalad g 5l slad (555 sbeeliiws w3l
Jbo Jsb ples ) lagsjlgal (sl wgeome (sualie (s
g bl (J5u b0 leslaul b o] ok .ol
Sl 00,5 ol Asug b (e (ad slag, 58S
Oliee by 5 sl S lajas 0 oy 4 a5
SOk tlbioe S g By S iy beeslyls
(Bl g A8l g aile oald, DUl b e
Slsal e Js o céld Slsl L3S ey olio clid

S (o0 ol 2

&g slapl Cdd S ypl es0d g (Sl ale (o LS A
mdlémsm)mjwsbw)\’éjow
Do loasle 5 S Lo LS Ll sl o jleds
WS o o2l )8 e Sl gl |y SUs ‘alj‘_ga,,m
R O P R N B CIN S E
Sl ol 3.5l ,bls § Sy olspg b ks
lag,oolo (5055 (5L g:‘f.l"‘“'ﬁ Waxie e Sos sl
oy Slp gdato as ], ol 0o S e slad g culis
o od; J.:.\.».: ul-SLAAJ w‘w‘ 9 65)0»)L»J s‘;Q‘yb
Sl @ g s LA 1S lyiedy Grizren S
ke (i S g )bsﬂgﬁ.& JPReRY] sldls LS o

\F coluw b J)b Q—.’.‘ U»)LALS é}l.m J)L: Yy

)
M

[ i

(g (ole dolilad
g 9 Gd Copde
VO s . AY olads

' o

Urban managment
No.82 Spring 2026

A4


http://ijurm.imo.org.ir/article-1-3704-fa.html

yore] 3

1oyes sieduersy €

WeN o-Yemeys | ¢

unojkez I

A1 ZeAY Y Ul Uonedo[ JyIed dWEeN ON

(9707 ‘s1oy3ny :321n08) A1 ZeAyy ul yaed PaIpnIs ay3 Jo s[eIdq *€ AqEL

S m:.o
2 ¢ I
N qu £8
&Mu 2

3 fwhw\ mm T
.2/ 4% &9
" 352

~J

[+7T-20-920¢ uo 41Bi0'owrwin{i wouy papeojumod ]


http://ijurm.imo.org.ir/article-1-3704-fa.html

[ Downloaded from ijurm.imo.org.ir on 2026-07-14 ]

cilizes pbl e 5 pas ) 9,4l it Slels
sloole ;5 5 s (Uekaed 5 )5 slogs, Joli) win
2l 2dndy Dyge Jl il kr Jpad I
JeoSS aaliinyy Ar 3900 1530 Sk ez Sl S
&LM@WW)QJMOQBQQPS
ol 03,8 e sl gty YVl Sie Sledbl
Ol Sz 5 s9a Slog sslSTy ISl w055,
Joaz 0 0l pald esiie SBG 5 Sloj o o)
Ol &5 oammsial ol (sogee la Sy «F)
Sl sesoe JSas 1) ey cnl ST sladels

20,8 oo

jlocss @18 slsal 13 68 e slalas

yol> g Blaal gliul) o i gogee leMbl )
5 b Gl iy (Sl glosls (5 9l0 5
355 s s Sk ke 4 pBasSasrle (le o
St g oS ele Y g slaS L) et
Lg oo yitwd 55 Gosed & (S diged 3,5 @95 (S
hgods o S 5 (Sl Dl 655l g Sae
2 iy 22595 ci (A plonil atedan

Table 4. Details of the studied park in Ahvaz city (Source: Authors, 2026)

No. Variable Category Count Percentage Highest Count
Male 126 38.2%
1 Gender
Female 204 61.8% 4
Under 18 years 14 4.2%
18-30 years 36 10.9%
2 Age 31-45 years 212 64.2% v
46-60 years 57 17.3%
Over 61 years 11 3.3%
[lliterate 1 0.3%
Below Diploma 11 3.3%
Diploma 23 7.0%
3 Education Level Associate Degree 12 3.6%
Bachelor’s Degree 126 38.2% v
Master’s Degree 116 35.2%
Doctorate 41 12.4%
Single 99 30.0%
4 Marital Status
Married 231 70.0% 4
Employee 93 28.2% 4
Self-employed 29 8.8%
Homemaker 73 22.1%
5 Occupation Architect 59 17.9%
Retired 19 5.8%
Physician 8 2.4%
Other 49 14.8%
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Table 5. Hours of presence of respondents in the

park (Source: Authors, 2026)
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& Morning

@ Afternoon/Evening

Time of Presence
No. . Frequency | Percentage
in Park
1 Morning 18 5.5%
Aft /Eve-
2 cHmoonEve 112 33.9%
ning
3 Night 200 60.6%
250
200
150
100
50
"

Table 6. Days of presence of respondents in the

Freqguency

O Night

PP (w5 105 k) )b 4o (b gSoewly jeds lebw Slglyd B 1 guai

park (Source: Authors, 2026)

No. Visiting Days Frequency | Percentage
1 Early Week 3 0.3%
2 Mid-Week 49 14.8%
Weekend/Holi-
I e 0 83.9%
days
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Table 7. Respondents presence in the park by

season (Source: Authors, 2026)

No. | Season of Visit | Frequency | Percentage
1 Spring 69 20.9%
2 Summer 8 2.4%
3 Autumn 119 36.1%
4 Winter 134 40.6%
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Table 8. Prioritization of Effective Criteria for Park Attendance by Gender

No. Gender First Priority Second Priority Last Priority
Identity Social Interactions . .
! Male (Cognitive Perception) (Sociability) Furniture and Equipment
Identity Accessibility and . .
2 Female (Cognitive Perception) Permeability Furniture and Equipment
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Table 9. Prioritization of Effective Criteria for Park Attendance by Marital Status

No. | Marital Status First Priority Second Priority Last Priority
i Identity - . .
1 Single .. ) Legibility Furniture and Equipment
(Cognitive Perception)
. Identity o . .
2 Married .. : Legibility Furniture and Equipment
(Cognitive Perception)
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Table 10. Prioritization of Effective Criteria for Park Attendance by Age Group

No. | Age Group First Priority Second Priority Last Priority
| Under 18 No s%gn.iﬁcant difference in i )
priority among factors
Identity (Cogniti
2 18-30 Legibility entity ( (.>gn1 Ve Furniture and Equipment
Perception)
Identi A ibility and Per-
3 31-45 .. entity . ceessibi 'y.an e Furniture and Equipment
(Cognitive Perception) meability
Identit A ibility and Per-
4 46 - 60 .. ey . ceessIbI .y.an ° Furniture and Equipment
(Cognitive Perception) meability
Natural El t Spatial-Physical Fea-
5 Above 60 .a ral Blements patial-Hlysical Fea Beauty and Symbolism
(Environmental Comfort) tures
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Table 11. Prioritization of Effective Criteria for Park Attendance by Education Level

No. Education Level First Priority Second Priority | Last Priority
1 Illiterate Not Tested - -
No statistically significant priorit
2 Below Diploma ) v S8 P Y - -
ranking among factors.
. o .. Social Interactions | Beauty and
3 Associate Degree Accessibility and Permeability o Y .
(Sociability) Symbolism
, . .. . Accessibility and | Furniture and
4 Bachelor’s Degree Identity (Cognitive Perception) o .
Permeability Equipment
, . . . Social Interactions | Furniture and
5 Master’s Degree Identity (Cognitive Perception) o .
(Sociability) Equipment
) .. ) Accessibility and | Furniture and
6 Doctoral Degree Identity (Cognitive Perception) o .
Permeability Equipment
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Table 12. Prioritization of Effective Criteria for Park Attendance by Occupation

Occupation . .. .. ..
First Priority Second Priority Last Priority
Group
Identity Accessibility and Perme- ) )
Employee . ) - Furniture and Equipment
(Cognitive Perception) ability
s Social Interactions . .
Self-Employed Legibility . Furniture and Equipment
(Sociability)
Identity Accessibility and Perme- : .
Homemaker . ) . Furniture and Equipment
(Cognitive Perception) ability
. . Identit - . .
Engineer/Architect .. Y . Legibility Furniture and Equipment
(Cognitive Perception)
Accessibility and Perme-
Retiree Spatial-Physical Features ty Beauty and Symbolism
ability
Identity Natural Elements .
Doctor .. . . Time
(Cognitive Perception) (Environmental Comfort)
: Accessibility and Perme- s . .
Other Occupations Legibility Furniture and Equipment

ability
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Table 13. Days of respondents’ presence in the park

No. Visiting Days Frequency Percentage
! Natural elements and environmental 208 63%
comfort
2 Spatial qualities 320 97%
3 Functions and activities 317 96%
4 Accessibility and permeability 271 82%
5 Urban furniture 198 60%
6 Identity 271 82%
7 Legibility 205 62%
8 Symbol and beauty 248 75%
9 Social interactions 211 64%
10 Time 132 40%
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