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Explaining the effects of urban development programs on
social capital in confrontation with globalization

Abstract

Introduction and purpose of the research: the rapid process of urban-
ization in the world, especially in developing countries, and how to
confront with globalization is one of the most important issues that
has faced Iran’s urban planning with a serious challenge. This has
caused urban planning in Iran in the past decades to be unable to
face the challenges of globalization and has been completely domi-
nated by it. One of the models of facing this challenge is the increase
of social capital in the society, this research seeks to explain the role
of urban development programs from the perspective of paying at-
tention to the concept of social capital through the strengthening of
social capital in the face of globalization and whether it is possible
to reduce the negative effects of globalization.

Research method: this research is descriptive-analytical type with
a combined approach (quantitative and qualitative) and its unit in
the qualitative dimension is the use of experts and managers in the
field of urban planning in the city of Tehran and in the quantitative
dimension using the Cochran formula, the number of 356 person
(urban planning expert and practitioner) have been questioned. Also,
the basic document in this research is the last master plan of Tehran
Findings: The research shows that urban programs in facing two
types of social capital “bonding” (inter-group) and “bridging” (in-
tra-group) have led to an increase in bonding social capital. And by
creating groups that monopolize these plans, they have intensified
the negative effects of globalization, such as the intensification of
individuality, the intensification of the social class gap, etc.
Conclusion: By choosing a collaborative approach, urban plans can
strengthen the connecting social capital at different levels and weak-
en the negative consequences of globalization.

Keyword: urban development palns, social capital, globaliza-
tion
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