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The Role of Technology in the Sense of Belonging
to a Place in Buildings with Religious Purpose

Abstract

Given the increasing number of people visiting sacred places,
these places are forced to expand and increase their capaci-
ty; while, in his time, the traditional architect has been able to
use knowledge and technology in such a way that while main-
taining beauty, its stability create a sense of belonging to the
place. The present study is aimed at explaining how the use
of technology in development of these sacred buildings today
has created a sense of belonging to the place. Thus, the main
question is how has the use of technology in development of
sacred tombs been considered in the sense of belonging to the
place, and what criteria and sub-criteria do they need, as well
as how is the effectiveness of each of them on the experts?
Also in terms of the research method, the present study tries
to find the share of technology in each of the components of
sense of belonging to a place as well as the related measures
in sacred places, in addition to ranking and evaluating those
components and measures through Delphi technique and the
hierarchical analysis method. Finally, the desired case studies
will be evaluated based on that ranking. Research results have
indicated that when applying technology to developments of
sacred buildings, experts believe that physical, semantic, and
functional components respectively affect the sense of belong-
ing to the place. Moreover, about the case studies, the research
achievements show that in spite of the priority of physical and
semantic components from the viewpoint of experts, the role of
technology’s functional component in the sense of belonging to
place in selected samples has attracted the attention of design-
.ers more than the other two components

Key Words: Technology, Sense of Belonging to a Place, Infill
Development, Sacred Tombs.
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