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Analysis of the Status of Institutional Capacity Com-
ponents for the Realization of Integrated Urban De-
velopment (Case Study: Shahrekord City)

Abstract

The present study aimed to elucidate the components of
institutional capacity for the realization of integrated urban
development in Shahrekord City. This research is applied in
terms of objective and descriptive-analytical in terms of nature
and method. The statistical population of the study consisted of
37 academic experts, specialists, and institutional-organizational
managers who possessed the requisite knowledge and experience
concerning the study’s objectives and its geographical scope.
These experts were selected using purposive and snowball
sampling methods. SPSS software was employed for data
analysis. In the first step, using documentary analysis and library
studies, followed by expert opinions, five main components—
namely, “institutional integration, institutional capability,
institutional learning, legal arrangements, and institutional
knowledge and innovation”—along with 51 sub-components
were identified. In the second step, an overall assessment of
the existing status of these components indicated a moderate
level of readiness for realizing integrated urban development in
Shahrekord. Furthermore, the following indicators demonstrated
an inadequate level for achieving integrated urban development:
integration in executive actions within the urban development
process; effective vertical and horizontal coordination among
various governmental, non-governmental, and civil society
institutions for integrated urban planning; integration of policies
in the urban development process; citizen participation in urban
development decision-making processes; utilization of citizen
opinions by urban institutions; understanding of public interest
over sectoral/organizational interests; continuous improvement
of staff knowledge; adherence to the provisions of regulations and
directives and the uniform enforcement of laws; citizen access
to information concerning urban development services; and the
extent of utilizing citizen knowledge and experiences.

Keywords: Institutional Capacity, Institutional Integration,
Urban Development Plans, Integrated Urban Development,
Shahrekord.
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